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Bight made contact with the Entente forces; the Left
Communists and the Social Revolutionaries of the Left
still preached their gospel of a holy war and sought to
embroil the Government with the Central Powers. And
beyond them, dominant, penetrating, contemptuous, asser-
tive, were the troops of Germany, enforcing a victor's
peace upon the vanquished. " From the cold rocks of
Finland to sunny Colchis ", from Kiev to the Donets
Basin, resounded the tramp of the Feldgrauen, the bark of
staccato Prussian commands.

This in itself was an unfavourable atmosphere for the
resumption of diplomatic relations between Russia and
Germany, which, with the exchange of Ambassadors on
April 23, were put on a formal footing. There was little
reason for either side to respect or trust the other, and
throughout the seven months preceding the denunciation
of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk by both parties, the fiction
of friendly relations was barely maintained.

To Berlin Lenin had sent as his Ambassador the suave,
mild-spoken Adolf Jofie; while as their representative in
Moscow the Germans had selected Count Wilhelm von
Mirbach-Harff, who had had experience of Russia as a
Counsellor of Embassy before the war, and who, from the
armistice of December 15, 1917, to the eve of the German
advance in February 1918, had been resident in Petrograd
as German Commissioner for the re-establishment of
commercial relations and the exchange of prisoners of war.
As such he had gained an intimate knowledge of many of
the leading Bolsheviks and become familiar with the atmo-
sphere of revolutionary Russia,

There is no more difficult diplomatic mission than that
of ambassador from a victorious nation to a vanquished,
and Mirbach's task was rendered even more complicated
by reason of the peculiar situation which obtained in his
own country and in Russia. The German Foreign Office
was anxious to avoid a breach with the Soviets at all costs,